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wrap-up session

Spring 2006

Course __CR325__ Course name ____Computer Graphics________________________

Instructor ___Carl Weiman_________________________________________________

High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy employed__Lecture and live code demo by instructor, hands-on labs by students._

Homework____Instructive coding examples generalizing from lectures and readings.__

Exams and Projects __Exams covered mathematical theory, knowledge of the libraries, and coding by students.  Most students demonstrated comprehensive mastery of the material._

Student Attendance and Performance___Students who attended regularly and promptly performed extremely well.  They were a pleasure to interact with and a reward to teach.
Other____Professor Lyon’s code library (j4p) and  Web sourced code were outstanding foundations for the substance of this course.
Problems encountered:

Textbook ______There is no actual textbook in Java Computer Graphics.  Instructor generated 5-15 pages of hardcopy handout notes each week, and searched the web for material related to topic of the week._ Spent 20+ hours per week_in preparation, but it was my first time._
Assignments______The students who cut class often failed to turn in homework, or attempted to pass off non-functioning programs as working, or claimed they e-mailed it when there was no record of transmission by them or to me (Instructor stated all homework to be delivered in class, students were told e-mail generally NOT acceptable unless specifically requested by instructor)
Instruction method___It was sometimes unwieldy to navigate from PowerPoint, to live code, to web URL during lectures.  Lots of reins for the instructor to keep under control.  Difficult, but my detailed lesson plan was always used, and useful for recovery in case a resource was stuck.
Course prerequisites__No Problems_______________________________________

Student feedback__The majority of students thoroughly enjoyed the material and demonstrated interest in pursuing Senior Projects of further application in future life._
Student Performance__Several students consistently showed up late to class or cut altogether a number of times, despite repeated conversations.  These performed the worst on homework and exams.
Grade distribution__Final exams have not yet been completed.  Midterms: 3-A’s 2-B’s, one C
Action steps

Course Portfolio _________NONE___________________________________________

Change course prerequisites? __NO__Comments*_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course content? _ NO_Comments*_________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course objectives and/or outcomes?_NO_Comments*____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement*_____Require more maturity on the part of delinquent students by applying rigid penalties for late submissions, chronic absence and chronic tardiness. 
instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, or inadequate service from staff:

The resolution of the projector in room 302 is inadequate for displaying comprehensive selections of code.  It is like looking at a map through a cardboard tube.  Requires lots of moving around with the cursor, losing place, losing student attention and wasting time._Also, the projection screen blocks 2/3 of the blackboard space, so there is insufficient blackboard space for writing equations when illustrating a program’s math model

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office? _____Yes_________________

Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion?____They were not corrected _______
· use an additional sheet if necessary.

